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Section 1
Interview with Three People
In this assignment I choose to interview three people to understand their views regarding bilingual education focusing on key aspects such as what bilingual education meant to them, factors influencing their perception regarding bilingual education as well as the benefits and disadvantages of bilingual education.
  	The first person I interviewed was my friend from china. According to him bilingual education means getting education from a foreign education system from the one you used to. Bilingual education meant that they could access education in two different languages.  Since he is Chinese he is of the view that schools should provide bilingual education to students who are in need of it as it is important. In his opinion bilingual education presents one with more career opportunities. They can work in different environments unlike when they only have an experience of one education system.   Further, he argues that bilingual education is important since one gets to experience a different culture as well as more options to further their education.  My cousin claimed that his personal experience and that of his family members has influenced his perception about bilingual education. 
My second interviewee was my friend’s boyfriend a Mexican immigrant.  He is a strong supporter of bilingual education and according to him bilingual education has made him who he is today.  Having emigrated from Mexico with his family over a decade ago he appreciates bilingual education and thus his personal experience and that of his family have strongly influenced his perception regarding bilingual education.  To him bilingual education entails understanding the similar concepts in two different languages. In this case the native English and Spanish.  According to him bilingual children are more adaptive as compared to non-bilingual children. 
My third interviewee was a respected member of the Spanish group in (). He migrated from Peru a few years back. According to him bilingual education is important to help one become a respected member of the society. To him, bilingual education is that education which is acquired from both secondary language and the primary language you are accustomed to. The main reason he decided to acquire bilingual education it’s because of the discrimination and prejudice he faced in a foreign country. English has greater power than his language and by all means he had to learn it. Trying to fit in was another reason he learnt bilingual education. The reason he considered bilingual education important is because of how society has influenced race relations in almost every foreign country. If you do not learn the language then you are treated as an outsider. Generally, he argues that bilingual education has more advantages than disadvantages in the society. When people especially parents get a chance to offer their children bilingual education, they should take it without hesitation. 
Section 2
Similarities in the Peers’ Interview Responses
The concept of bilingual education does not seem like a hard but it is a highly debatable issue. From the Thursday discussion groups all the student’s interviews seem to agree just like mine that bilingual education is important and necessary. Most interviewees agreed that bilingual education was important to help in minimizing the rising discrimination against other languages and even cultures. While others felt that this is the case, others felt that bilingual education should only be carried out in the language one is trying to learn for perfection. Bilingual education offers skills that enables a person fit well in the society. Students who not strive to go through bilingual education face a lot of problems than those who have gone through bilingual education. Well, everyone saw the importance of bilingual education, they mainly differed on how it should be taught. They all agreed that bilingual education enables students to have the opportunity to learn academic skills in native languages until they acquire enough language to achieve their academic dreams in the other language they are trying to learn. 
There was a keen difference on my interviews responses from those of my discussion mates. One argued that even though bilingual education was important using transitional bilingual education was wrong. According to her, maintenance bilingual education gave students the opportunity to use their native or home languages until they learn enough language in the secondary language. She continued to argue that the student already knew the native language and there was no need to continue learning using the language. Teachers should use transitional bilingual education whereby the child can use the native language in the early stages, then transition completely to the school language. This gives the child an opportunity to work hard in order to perfect on the school language only. 
Section 3
Lessons on Perceptions of Bilingual Education
According to my first interviewee from china, bilingual education is important as it gave him the platform to study a foreign language using his native language. The information I have gathered from this and all the other interviews from my peers is that bilingual education is necessary for the co-existence in the society. This education not only equips students with a means to learn other languages but it gives them the opportunity to use their native languages and transition slowly into the other school language. In the United States, students who cannot speak English well are looked down upon by their peers and friends. The concept of fitting in becomes so hard since other languages are viewed as minority languages. The challenge the bilingual education is facing is how it should be conducted. Everyone agrees that it is important. The major disagreement comes from how it should be conducted in the schools. Bilingual education is necessary but the programs put in place are they efficient? 
Its’ clear that everyone’s perception from the interview is that bilingual students have more advanced cognitive skills than non-bilingual students. They also possess multicultural skills and can thrive well in a diverse society. Bilingual education does not only connect students with their heritage but also their families, native languages and culture. I believe that when a language prevents a child from developing their native roots, that child is disconnected from their family and country of birth. Bilingual education gives each students the opportunity to bridge gaps as a result of generational division. According to voter guide for proposition 227, “bilingual education has failed in giving students what they really need to learn secondary languages or school languages.” Some teachers use this excuse to teach students native languages for far too long. When students want to do exams in the school languages, they fail terribly. While, bilingual education is important, teachers should strive to teach students how to read and write clearly in the school language. One interviewee from my peer, argues that bilingual education has impossible goals. The week 8 reading showed that, “over 350 languages spoken in the U.S.; 21% of the country’s population speak a language other than English at home; Spanish most dominant. The interviewee was right to claim that there are so many native languages and teachers and cannot cover them all. Teaching them English from their early stages to be their primary language is the best call. Its cost effect and eventually it helps the students pass their academics without straining or having to be confused by two languages. Most students already know their native languages and they need to learn new languages. If teachers focused on their second language, then they can help them speak, read, and write the other language with ease.  
Connections from both the interviews and the readings shows that bilingual education is important and it should be equipped to all students. The challenge might arise on how the education or programs are carried out. Every students needs the opportunity to fit in and feel like a part of the society. Bilingual education has given this opportunity to many students especially immigrants. It should just be improved and made better to help more individuals efficiently. 
